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and the laws of spiritual attraction had forced the various
parties into more appropriate relations. The divorce of
Catherine went forward; the Pope fell back on Catherine's
Imperial nephew. England broke with the Holy See, and the
impulses which were to remodel the modern world flowed 5
into their natural channels. Eussell's friend, Thomas Crom-
well, became Henry's chief minister; and Eussell himself,
though the scheme he had been employed to forward had
burst like a bubble, still rose in his sovereign's confidence. He
was at Calais with Henry in 1532 when Anne Boleyn was 10
publicly received by Francis. He was active in the suppres-
sion of the monasteries, and presided at the execution of the
Abbot of G-lastonbury. Again, when Anne Boleyn fell into
disgrace, Eussell, who was now Privy Seal, was appointed
with her uncle, the Duke of Norfolk, to examine into the 15
charges against her. Through all the changes of Henry's
later years, when the scaffold became so near a neighbour of
the Eoyal closet, Eussell remained always esteemed and
trusted. At the birth of the young Edward he was made a
peer, as Baron Eussell of Cheneys. The year after he re-20
ceived the Garter. As Warden of the Stannaries he obtained
the lands and mines of the suppressed Abbey of Tavistock.
When his old master died he was carried on with the rising
tide of the Eeformation; he took Miles Coverdale for his
chaplain, and obtained the Bishopric of Exeter for him. At 25
his house in the Strand was held the conference on the
Eucharist, when the strangest of all human superstitions was
banished for a time from the English liturgy. Lord Eussell's
vigorous hand suppressed the Catholic rebellion in Devonshire.
The Earldom of Bedford came next. His estates grew with 30
his rank. Woburn Abbey fell to him on easy terms, for the
lords of the council were first in the field, and had the pick
of the spoil. Faction never tempted him out of the even road.
He kept aloof from the quarrels of the Seymours and the
Dudleys. When Somerset was attainted, the choicest morsel 35